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DRURY LANE. 


On Saturday night was produced the long expected “Eetravaganza” 
entitled Giovanni in Ireland. 


When we first heard of the intention to introduce the hacknied Don 
amongst the Hibernians, we conceived that it was the most hazardous 
attempt Drama-makers and Managers ever made. For as burlesque 
is the avowed aim of the piece, and as the received idea of Irish humor 
is net susceptible of much extension or variation, it follows that in this 
wholesale way, Paddy-wit would be soon likely to fatigue its most de- 
voted admirers. But this Extravaganza deviated into the path of 
spectacle, by introducing The Installation of The Knights of St. 
Patrick, another adventurous undertaking, after the public has been 
presented for ninety-one nights with the shew of The Coronation,w.ich 
was as splendid an affair as might well be expected. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it may be supposed, nothing could save Giovanni in Irc- 
land from being sent.to his old friend, the divel, but excellent satire ; 
novel humor ; a well connected and interesting series of comic adven- 
tures ; beautiful scenery; ingenious machinery ; and tasteful and ap- 
propriate music. Well—at length the curtain is raised, and Giovanni 
appears—but, alas! not one of the saving qualities except the latter 
is to be found; and that, thanks to Mr. 'I’. Cooxe’s care, had been 
provided from some neighbouring music-shop. 


It is almost impossible to give any detailed account of the plot, from 
its want of connection. Giovanni and Leperello, &e. &e. land 
by moonlight, from the Holyhead packet, which we see arrive off the 
Pigeon-house, ‘They and their fellow passengers proceed on their 
several pursuits, whilst we are introduced to the presence of his most 


‘rulgar majesty King Corney, in the grand hall of his Castle of Rack 


rent, where an ould snuff-taking priest, Futher Jos, his Majesty’s 
Secretary of State, and Mister Padreen Gar, who holds the plough 
and the office of Lord Chamberlain by turns, are about the royal 
person, to receive in due regal state, Don Giovanni and his friends, 
who are led thither to have a glimpse of his Majesty’s beautiful daugh- 
ter, the wild-Irish girl, Glervina, Priicess of Innismore. Of course 
the Don is smitten and runs off with the Princess, and takes Donny- 
brook fair in his way, where a plotting young lady, LVorcnce M‘Carthy, 
a celebrated beauty, dressed as an Trish country lass, and new named, 
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Honor O'Connor, attracts the gay Giovanzi, but a row in the fair puts 
them to flight: so we next find Wiss MCarthy scheming in a whisky 
shop, with a Yorkshire blade, Simon Sly ; and, as she expects lovers, 
tiinks it proper to entrench her virtue in the habiliments and appear- 
ance of an invulnerable o/d woman, under the name of Mrs. Wi Meney- 
mickle. 'This does not entirely serve her purpose, however, for 
Giovanni loves old women, and so sie is obliged to receive his caresses. 
But now a theatrical whim is set on foot, and whip-jack and Legone, 
and lo! we are in the Green Room of the Kilkenny Amateur Theatre. 
The Libertine is the play, and the parts are soon cast amongst the 
amateurs, including «Wiss WCarthy, the Princess of Innismore, and 
Mister Leperello, &c. &c. Presently the Prompter’s bell rings, and 
ihe curtain rises and exhibits a Theatre on the stage—* with a nume- 
rous and brilliant audience,’ consisting of nobody in the galleries, 
some fifty in the pit; and in the boxes, two dozen of figures made 
of flesh and blood, and about as many made of painted deal-board. 
Amongst the company were his most vulgar Majesty, and se- 
several ladies attired in the richest glazed calico. Don Giovanni also 
appeared in the stage box, and was greeted with loud applause on his 
entre by this discerning audience, who never paid the least attention to 
King Corney. The first scene represented the equestrian statue of 
Don Guzman, who took the liberty to speak or sing his sentiments of 
Givvauni, and then dismounting collared the Don’s Representative on 
the stage, and consigned him to the care of the Devil, who soon drag- 
ged him to the infernalregions—-this offended the Don in the Boxes,who 
jumping on the stage with his drawn sword, put theDevi! to flight amidst 
a shower of fire ; on which, down went the Curtains of both Theatres te 
the great delight of all who possessed a grain of common-sense. 
Giovanni after this adventure finds food for his amatory taste in a 
Novice of St. Dominic—scts fire to the nunnery, and runs off with 
her—but they are caught, and he is brought to trial before King 
Corney, whilst the Manager of the Amateur Theatre, and Leporello 
represent, the Counsel for the prosecution and the prisoner—a du- 
bious acquittal ensues, and the whole party prick up their ears at the 
sound of great guns announcing the commencement of the Precession 
of King George, and the Knights of St. Patrick io the Cathedral 
for the purpose of a Grand Installation—away they scamper, and 
leave room for the representation of the Spectacle in Sackville Street, 
whieh is carried to the whole depth of the Stage, and the Ivish Knighis, 
Sovereign, &c. &c. proceed from the extremity, across a platform 
through the Pit. Some polite ushering of ladies into the Cathedral next 
takes place ; and the interior of the holy fane with the whole tedious 
ceremonies of the Installation is then presented. Giovanni, now 


satiated with Irish beauty, sighs again for the fair ones of England— 
. v . 7 . 

and so departs in the Steam Packet. The whole concludes with a 

representation of something called a“ Grand Allegorical and Em- 


blematical Vision” which, however, our visiéow could not convey to our 
Drain with sufficient distinctness tofenable us to ascertain the meaning 
of either allegory or emblems. 
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Ai this seasan folly predominates ; but as it is expected to producg 
merriment, we regret we cannot recommend Giovanni in Ireland for 
this purpose to the great or small babies. ‘The dialogue is on a level 
with that of sundry sleep-provoking royels, where there is a lover, a 
tady, and a valet ; whose prosing or rhyming, sighing, and joking, are 
on a most respectable footing with dullues. Aslternately—- 

The lovyer’s gay or sad, 

The lady quite as bad ; 

And Mister-¥atet glad, 

To trick thé dame or dad. 

RBELLMAN. 
The audience were divided into vigorows friends, vigorous epposerg, 

and neutrals ; the two former were pretty equal in force, the latter 
greatly exceeded both put together. Mr. Russell was unable to an- 
nounce it for repetition Jand the Farce was not allowed to proseed until 
he again appeared, when the. opposition yielded a little, and he retired 
with an erroneous interpretation of the public feeling—as the thing 
cannot possibly be continued with any good effcet. 


COVENT GARDEN. 


T's Theatre was on Saturday night. better attended than on the 
previous evening. The Pit, before the commencement ef the half-price, 
was tolerably full, nor were the Boxes less so: the Galleries, being the 
only divisions of the House, which had the appearance of great de- 
ficieney. ‘The general features of the performances presented little 
variety, though Mr. Liston received from the judicious portion.of.the. 
audience, a reproof in his first scene, which will operate, we trust,with 
just effect upon this gentleman’s future discretion, as to his extent of 
credit with the good nature of-his censors. Not satisfied with ex- 
posing Mr. Abbott (who by the bye, seems either from kindness or 
necessity, the Jutt of Mr. L’s bufivoneries) te the censure of his au- 
ditors, he tried his usual trick on Mr. Jefferies, and. succeeded so 
vell, that though a few witless fools applauded—a snfficient number 
to carry correction with it, hissed most loudly, and vociferated 
* shume”’ Mr. Liston, though a favorite, (and deservedly one) is not 
secompletcly master of the opinions of the ‘Theatrical frequenters, 
that he can with impunity substitute the requisites of a Booth, ‘for 
those of a Theatre Royal; aud we trust, that though the Managers 
encroach with fearless energy upon drametic rights, and are unnoticed ; 
there will ever be a sufficient number of discerning auditors, who will 
prevent the rude advences of inferior individuals. 

We should like to ascertain from Mr. Jones, if politeness and custom 
have undergone so material a change in the present age, from the 
period in which The TLwo Gentlemen of Verona existed, that an 
humble individual li'se Valentine, should hold a conversation with the 
Duke of Milan, and in his own chamber, wearing, during the dis- 
course, his cap upon his head. Mr. J’s knowledge of the Stage, aud 
of propriety, we thought would have eve this corvected to gross un 
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error. During the Farce, the audience were disturbed by a drunken 
persor, who was hewever soon silenced. We wish that the ladies 
would confine their agreeable prattle to their drawing rooms: we 
were much disturbed by the loud conversation of one in the Boxes. 


a 


Theatre Ropal, Drury Lane. 


On Wednesday will be performed (Preceded by an Address,) A New 
Fxtravaganza Opera, in 3 Acts entitled 


Giovanni in Ireland. 


“ The Rehearsal of this Extravaganza having been 
greeted with reiterated Laughter and Applause, it will be 
performed, for the first time, on Wednesday Evening, 
with such new Arrangements as the great extent and com- 
plication of the Scenery demand, and whieh will be an- 
nounced in the Bills of the Day.”* 


* We shall comment on this Puff on Weponespay. 
’ i 





To conclude with the New Farce of 


MONSIEUR TONSON. 
Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


On Wednesday, will be performed the Tragedy of 


VIRGINIUS. 


Virginius, Mr. Macready. 





To conclude with, 2 New, Grand, and Comie Pantomime, called 


HARLEQUIN 


AND 


MOTHER BUNCH; 
Or, The Yellow Dwarf, 
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